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est city. The principal others we have seen include Cologne, Essen,
Muenster and Hamm, the latter the largest marshaling yard ia
Germany.**

Mr. Russell is touring western Germany as head of the rail trans-
port section of the United States strategic bombing survey. It is the
task of his section to assess bomb damage of various targets in order
to determine the value of air raids and to apply the lessons learned
to the Japanese war.

Happily a few "repentant airmen" have begun to raise their
voices. In a novel called The Brother Vane, the English flier who
signs himself Rom Landau has recorded his shame and disgust at
the bombast of air communique's. Here is a part of his parody of
one:

"First there were dozens of smaller fires all along the marshalling
yards of Hunnenstadt, and then they all merged into one enormous
sea of fire. And a sheet of flames rose from the devastated place
three thousand feet high. And everything down below burst into
flames. And there was one terrific explosion such as none of us had
ever seen before, and it lit up the sky more brightly than the sun
could have done, and it threw us up a further couple of thousand
feet. And the smoke could be seen from five hundred miles away
while we were already over England."

Like the majority of my friends I was accustomed to wincing
under the lash of those R.A,F. communiqu6s that every night at
9 P.M. transformed the pleasant anteroom in the mess into an abode
of acute self-consciousness and misery*

Even more significant than Landau is the closely reasoned ap-
proach of Flight Lieutenant V. E. R. Blunt, RAF, formerly of the
British Air Staff and author of The Use of Air Power. Of strategic
bombing he says: "The most that can be claimed for it with confi-
dence is that it can soften the enemy's resistance to armed forces
elsewhere, and harass his general war effort." This assertion he sup-
ports from his background of knowledge and air experience. He in-
sists that the RAF has been obsessed with its inefficient attempts to
win the war by itself through attacking hostile cities, to the detri-
ment of unity of operations.

In his opening chapter Lieutenant Blunt summarizes the liraita-